National Livestock Producers Association

September 29, 2008

Country of Origin Labeling Program
Room 2607-S

Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS)
USDA

STOP 0254

1400 Independence Avenue, SW.
Washington, DC 20250-0254

and

Desk Officer for Agriculture

Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs
Office of Management and Budget (OMB)
New Executive Office Building

725 17th Street, NW, Room 725
Washington, DC 20503

Re: Document ID: AMS-LS-07-0081-0510

Dear Sir / Madam:

The National Livestock Producers Association (NLPA) appreciates this opportunity to
comment on the Interim Final Rule regarding Country of Origin Labeling for Beef, Pork,
Lamb, and other perishable agricultural products. NLPA is the national organization of
livestock marketing cooperatives and livestock credit corporations and represents over
150,000 livestock producers who market their livestock through these cooperative
structures.

The Country of Origin Labeling (COOL) law will have significant impacts on the livestock
marketing industry and it must be implemented and administered in a manner that will
least impact the functioning of the markets while ensuring the intent of the law is
observed. To that end, NLPA strongly urges USDA/AMS to consider the following
comments:

1. Use of the producer country of origin affidavits/declarations as developed and
agreed to by the various industry segments, from producer to packer, must be
considered satisfactory evidence for meat packers/processors to rely upon when making
a claim of origin. Specifically, NLPA supports the following affidavit forms for use by
producers and handlers of covered commodities in making a declaration of origin:
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